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SAVANAKHET

PEACE, INDEPENDENCE,
DEMOCRACY, UNITY AND PROSPERITY
PAKSE

Traditionally known as the Kingdom of a Million Elephants,
Laos is blessed with verdant countryside, glittering Buddhist
temples, languid village life and gentle people. Years of
isolation from the wider world have helped preserve Laos’
peaceful nature and allow a glimpse into a quieter time.
Vientiane’s unhurried air reflects its status as Southeast
Asia’s smallest capital. Old French colonial villas mix with
tranquil Buddhist temples in this quaint diminutive city
nestled on the banks of the Mekong.
Historic home of the Laotian Kings, and formerly Laos’
religious capital, Luang Prabang nestles in a deep river
valley ringed by dramatic green mountains. Luang Prabang
is listed as an UNESCO World Heritage Site for its uniquely
preserved architecture and townscape . Traditional wooden
buildings and European colonial mansions form a backdrop
to the daily ritual of saffron-robed monks gathering alms.
One of the last mysteries of Asia lies in the area around
Phonsavan. Over 300 giant stone jars, carved out of solid
rock, lie scattered around a plateau now known as the Plain
of Jars. There are as many theories about their origin as
there are jars, but as yet the mystery has not been solved.

Scenic limestone karsts and numerous caves can
be explored at Vang Vieng, a small village sitting
alongside the Nam Song River. At Oudomxai,
traditional thatched houses spread across the edge
of the valley towards the base of the magnificent
mountains.
Small trading towns, traditional Khmer architecture
and faded French colonial buildings are part of Laos’
charm. Its tiered waterfalls, tropical forests, dramatic
mountains and lush natural beauty are enchanting.
This often-overlooked part of Southeast Asia is
generally agreed to be the highlight of Southeast
Asia by those travellers who make it here.
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TRANSPORTATION
Metered taxis,
3-wheeled taxis
(called jumbos, tuktuks, or sahm-lor)

WHEN TO GO
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GREETING
Translated to mean “good health” the traditional Nop
greeting is reserved for social occasions rather than
everyday interactions.
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Do

- Do remove shoes and hats before entering a home
or temple
- Do dress modestly, covering shoulders and knees
- If sitting on the floor, do avoid pointing your feet towards
a person or a Buddha image
- Do ask permission before photographing people,
especially if visiting hill tribes

Don’t
- Don’t touch a monk or directly hand anything to him
- Don’t raise your voice or show signs of aggression, as this
is considered extremely rude and will not help your case
- Don’t touch anyone on the head, as the head is
considered sacred
- Don’t use your left hand to touch, eat, or hand
someone something
- Don’t show intimacy in public

FESTIVALS & HOLIDAYS
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JAN

FEB

Feb: Elephant Festival

MAR

APR

April: Boun Pi Mai (Lao New Year)

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

Aug: Boun Khao Padabdin & Boat
Racing Festival (Luang Prabang)

SEP

Aug/Sep : Boun Khao Salak
longboat-racing

OCT

Oct : Boun Ok Phansa and Boat
Racing Festival

NOV

Nov: That Luang Festival and
Trade Fair (Vientiane)
Nov/Dec: That Inhang Festival
(Savannakhet)

O
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DEC

Dec: Hmong New Year

